AP Biology Syllabus
Instructor:  Kalli Binkowski	Email: Kbinko@district16.org
How to contact me
 After School Hours:  Tuesday 2:30-3:15 and Friday 2:30-3:15 by appointment, please sign up.  Thursday 2:30 - 4:00, drop in help available.  
This year I will also be using a moodle website, www.mypanthers.org on which you will find resources to help you complete work. My email is given above, and my direct phone number is 763-795-5154.  I do not answer the phone during class hours, and I return emails faster than I return calls.
	If you do not understand some of the course material, please ask questios before it is too late!
What is different about this course?
The first difference is that Advanced Placement (AP) Biology is a college level biology course, not a high school course.  The goal of the course is to complete rigorous preparation for the AP Biology exam so that students can pass the exam with a 3, 4, 5.  Mainly sophomores take the course, and only those that study hard and consistently pass the exam, about 30%.  However all students will gain valuable skills in time management, reading a college level text, and technical writing.  
While you will earn high school credits in the typically way with multiple tests, quizzes and papers , to earn college credit you must show all of your learning on one test on the second Monday of May.  That is very different from other high school courses.  The AP Biology test has a multiple choice section of 100 questions to be answered in 80 minutes for 60% of the score and a free response section of 4 questions to be completed in 100 minutes for the remaining 40% of the score.  
The third difference is that most of the homework for this course is to be completed BEFORE class.  Mainly this will involve reading the textbook.  Whatever specific questions or topics you don’t understand should be emailed to me by 7 am the day of class.  Most of our class time will be used for activities that will help you deepen your understanding of the topics, so class will not cover material you can understand by reading your textbook.  You need to take responsibility for your own learning, and that learning must occur before class so that you can gain the most from class activities.  
How to succeed in AP Biology
The first thing you must do to succeed is to be aware of the assignments you need to complete.  To do this, sign in to your www.mypanthers.org account and go to google docs.  Subscribe to the AP Biology calendar at this site:  http://www.google.com/calendar/hosted/mypanthers.org/embed?src=mypanthers.org_65odl9tjb78et6qjp2jt6eg6us%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago  Visit the calendar daily or set it to send you email or text reminders and check those daily.  Calendars are provided/updated at the beginning of each unit.
Next, put serious effort into your reading.  This will be the first time you have had to read a college level science textbook, and you will experience frustration.  Persevere and seek help.  During the first unit, some class time will be spent teaching you skills that will help you to read more quickly and more effectively.  Bring your textbook every day for the first two weeks of class. Occasionally, guidelines to help you read will be provided  However they are not necessarily in the same order as the chapters in your text, and you may need to use the textbook index or glossary to complete them.  
E-mail me before 7:00 am on the day of each class if you have specific questions you want me to clarify that day, and I will respond at the beginning of class.  If I receive no questions, I will assume everyone in the class understands the reading on the topic, and I will not spend time explaining information.  You are responsible for any concept covered in the reading, even if I do not discuss it in class.  Your responsibility is to let me know about anything you want me to explain further, and you cannot do this without first reading the chapter and taking notes on the content.  Completion of the reading notes will count as part of your formative grade.
Class time is for in-class and laboratory exercises that assume prior knowledge from reading the textbook.  I will avoid lecturing as much as possible.  You work with your learning team for many of the class activities.  Some will be fun, and all will help you apply your knowledge and prepare you for upcoming tests.  If you fail to complete the readings and take notes, you will let your learning team down, and you will not acquire comprehension and expertise during the activities. 
Another thing you can do to succeed in this course is seek help often.  Seek it from your learning teams or seek it from me after school during the hours listed above.  If you fall behind, you may eventually catch up, but the quality of your learning will suffer, and you need to have high quality learning experiences consistently throughout the year to increase your chances of succeeding on the AP Biology exam.
One final thing you can do to increase your success in the class and on the AP Biology exam is to stay organized.  I suggest you purchase a three-ring binder with 12 dividers.  Put returned assignments, notes, and other class materials into the binder organized by unit.  This will help you study for each exam and especially for the AP Biology exam in May.
Communication and Moodle
During this year you will use a Moodle site to access course materials and participate in other activities I explain during the year.  Moodle is an online course system that is can be reached from any computer with internet access at www.mypanthers.org.   The resources on Moodle and how we use them in class will be developed over the next few years.  The first unit is extensive, but as later units will be developed as we proceed through this year, they will not be as extensive.  
To login to our Moodle, go to www.mypanthers.org.  Type in the username and password you use on school computers.  If you have forgotten either of these, the staff in the library can help you.  Once you enroll in the course, it will be listed on your main page.  I will give you information in class on how to enroll in the AP Biology moodle course. 
On the right of the main page, you will see a link for google docs and for gmail.  Once you visit either of those sites, you will have a new email, username@mypanthers.org.  I will use that email exclusively to contact you.  If you’d prefer to receive your email at a different address, go to the gmail link and set your mail to forward to that different address.  
Learning Teams
As part of an activity on the first day of class about the themes of biology, you are randomly assigned to a learning team.  You work with these students in and out of class for the entire trimester.
Team Coordinator: Choose a coordinator, who will organize meetings, facilitate discussion, and keep me informed of progress and problems in the team.  On the first day of class you should determine several times tduring the week when you are all available outside of class.
Exchange Information: Exchange telephone numbers and e-mail addresses among yourselves.
Behavior:  Arrive promptly to class and sit with your team.  During in-class activities and alb exercises you will work together, so your team members need you there at the beginning to hear the instructions.  Your attendance will count as part of your career and life skills grade.
If you have just read this entire syllabus, email me before 7:00 a.m. on the second day of class with a statement of the most important thing you learned from the syllabus, and you will begin the semester with two extra credit formative points!
Instructional Materials:
Our text is Biology: Concepts and Connections by Campbell et al., 5th edition.   You will also complete the twelve required labs, modified from AP Biology Lab Manual.   Some content and assignments will be presented online through a moodle course.  Students should talk to their teacher if internet is not easily accessible.   Videos, computer, Internet, & CD-ROM’s are also used.
Grading Procedures
Purpose of the 9-12 Reporting Process:
Consistently communicate student learning and behaviors to students, parents, and others (teachers, counselors, administrators, coaches, college admissions, employers, etc.)
	Provide information to allow you to reflect on strengths and needs in your learning; demonstrate progress; and evaluate mastery of course learning targets.
 
Assessment and Reporting:
ACADEMIC GRADE – 90% of Final Grade:
	Academic grade is made up of summative assessments (e.g. tests, projects, presentations) aligned to the learning targets.
	Extra credit or bonus points are not a part of the academic grade.
	Summative assessments do have deadlines.
	If you are absent for a test, tests are typically made up within two days; however, teachers may set deadlines based on individual student circumstances.
	If a summative assessment is missing, incomplete, or has a score less than 50%, the score will be recorded in the grade book as missing (m). A missing score (m) is calculated as a zero if no assessment evidence is available at the end of the trimester.
	In order to change the (m) to a grade, the student must make arrangements with the teacher.  A corrective activity will be required prior to taking the assessment. Missing grades may not be changed after the trimester unless circumstances warrant that the student receives an incomplete (I) grade.
 
CAREER & LIFE SKILLS GRADE – 10% of Final Grade:
	Career & life skills grade is made up of formative work (e.g. quizzes, exit cards, practice exercises, punctuality, academic honesty)
	Practice exercises will not receive credit if turned in after the corresponding summative assessment is done.
 
Calculating academic, career & life skills, and final grade
A school-wide grading scale will be used for both the academic and career & life skills grades. The range for each letter grade will be equal.

Spring Lake Park High School Grading Scale
A
93-100
To calculate your final grade: 
A-
90-92
Academic (90%)
B+
87-89
Career & Life Skills (10%) 
B
83-86
Multiply Percent of Academic Grade X 0.90
B-
80-82
Multiply Percent of Career & Life Grade X 0.10 
C+
77-79
Add these to find the Percent of Final Grade 
C
73-76

C-
70-72
Look up percent on the grading scale to 
D+
67-69
determine the letter grade
D
63-66

D-
60-62

F
0-59


For AP Biology, the grades will be calculated as follows:
Academic Grade (90%)
	60% - Tests: multiple choice and free response unit tests and trimester cumulative finals
	25% - Labs: scientific reports and laboratory quizzes
	15% - Reading comprehension:  reading quizzes and vocabulary quizzes
Career and Life Skills Grade (10%)
	50% - Formative Work:  reading notes, practice quizzes, team quizzes, classwork, other worksheets
	25% - Academic honesty - students lose points for every assignment that is not their own work
	25% - Timeliness - students lose points for late work and tardies to class


