Tree Questions
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Complete the questions below to discover the history of your tree.

   1. By carefully counting the number of rings, you can learn the age of your tree and the time of its death. How old was your tree when it died? ______________years.

   2. Is the outer bark burned on your tree? If you know when this tree died, subtract your answer #1 from the year it died. Write the answer in the space below.

      _________________This is the year your tree started growing.

   3. Find the growth ring for the year you were born or count your age from the outside of the tree ring towards the centre. Use the ruler to determine the diameter of the tree in the year of your birth.

      I was born in the year ____________________ and am ___________years old.

      In this year the diameter of the tree was _________inches. When the tree burned, it was

      ___________________inches in diameter.

   4. If a tree burned partially, it may survive one of more fires in its lifetime. A fire scar looks like a dark line that extends part way around the trunk from both sides.

      a. How many fires have burned your tree? ______________________

      b. How old was the tree during these fires? _____________________

      c. What is the average fire interval (the average number of years between two fires)?

      ____________________years.

   5. Rings that are well spaced from one another indicate good growth years, when moisture, sunlight, and nutrients were plentiful. Periods when the rings were very close together may indicate years of drought, disease, injury, shading, or crowding by other trees.

    a. Which years were the best growth years for your tree? ______________

    b. During which period of this tree's life was growth the slowest? _________________

    c. Were the years immediately following the fire(s) good or poor growth years?

    ____________________

    d. What might be a possible explanation for this?

    ______________________________________________

    e. What is the circumference of your tree? _________________

