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‘ g % _The Food of Wolves

~+ Data on wolf food

consumption

— Stomach contents
from carcasses

— Scat analysis
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Teeth and Skull
Sagittal Crest — Temporalis muscle

Canines and Incisors — Stab/Hold

Carnassials — Leverage/break bone




| d Mandlbular and Sublingual glands
. Ilghtly aclid secretion aids in swallowing

e » Gastrin hormone stimulates production of acid
fi%_,‘_-;;- ~and enzymes to aid in digestion

Stretch receptors detect distension of the
- - stomach wall ~ 20-25% of body weight
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s 3, ples of Wolf Success per study (winter Kkills)
15 A ‘Motlvatlon — time since last Kill
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Opportunltles snow depth, vulnerability of prey
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| Denali Nat'l Park — Alaska Moose 19 — 38%
| Alberta Canada Bison - 10 %

Isle Royale, Michigan Moose 8 — 9%

Northern Minnesota Deer — 20 %
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" = Carcass dumps
= Calving areas
- = Adjacent Forestland
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’E%m scavengers and other predators

& Ravens — dominant scavenger
: — Yellowstone NP — 135 ravens on an elk Kkill

— Yukon Study — ravens consumed 81 |bs of
meat per day from a moose Kill
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FoX
Coyotes
Bears
Canadian Jays
Chickadees




Antlers hooves, speed agility, lack of scent
BehaVIor

—

:'_'-‘,f"-' 1— Hldlng Aggressiveness, Grouping, Synchronized
~ Birth (precocial birthing pattern)

- — Migration, Deer Yards, Forest Cover, Spacing
-+ Escape Features
. — Water, Steepness, Shorelines,



1nitially af y escape
1er anlmals smaller, sharper hooves

j"*‘ 5 Secondary problem
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| — Affects prey nutrition and fetal development
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= Other weather — droughts affect tick
populatlons which affect moose






— Lighter individuals taken more often

’“ = 'I‘njurles

-~ — Old and new wounds make prey vulnerable
Parental age

— Offspring of older parents taken less often
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“:5()% wmter time
pent In travel

. ~ Sense of smell -
*’f ~ wooded habitats

- Sense of sight —
open habitats

Chance Encounter -
may include a period
s of stalking

-

===



‘l hree outcomes can
OCCuUr.

1. Preyremain in place:
Stand at Bay

2. Prey may approach
the wolves:
Aggressive

3. Prey may flee: Wolves
Immediately pursue




QuickTime™ and a
YUV420 codec decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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r individual is picked

QuickTime™ and a
Cinepak decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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;-? [o uctmg the hunt or chase in such a way
= “, as to capture the prey more effectively
= than merely running after it as a group.”
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e Ecology of Feeding

~ Dominant wolves may eat first
Gorging on a carcass may occur in the first 15 minutes
Lower ranking wolves may wait or attempt to approach submissively

u'\-‘: "

"r:- \." o W - S

o
=,







154 ickTime™ and a
420 codec decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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QuickTime™ and a
DV/DVCPRO - NTSC decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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-« Viscerates large organs heart lungs
,-.’:May eat the stomach lining, not contents
- Back straps, haunch muscles
- Skeletal structure may be all that remains within a day
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 Kill Site Patterns

~ Wolves may gorge until full — then find a bed to rest and digest food
(sleeping for at least 5 hours)

Second feeding may occur 6 — 8 hours later

Look for beds with scraps or bones — subordinates
Beds are generally less than 100 meters from Kill
May mark extensively around a Kill

- - r - - R s S
P ey e - N R



— - — > .
e T S
~ e . e & 3
= — ~—
0' !. - o <
— -

u-‘bﬁ

- Ar
= 4-_"
- 5 -
" £

g ;4‘: -i' ’fklll—backtracklng

I or S|gns of scent marking
: mg for fresh beds
Looklng for bones, other evidence

Scat Analysis:

~ — Excessive meat — black runny scat

T Digested meat — black firm scat

> '_ - — Limited meat in system — scat mostly hair

~ — No meat in system —scat whitish in color- small
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