
Week 3 Activity Choices

A. Essay - Write a two page essay about the development of melody and 
harmony from the Middle Ages through today.  What types of melody 
were allowed in the Middle Ages compared to today? When did harmony 
become an acceptable part of music performance?  How did harmony 
develop throughout the same time period? Be sure to cite your sources.

B. Compose - Log on to Noteflight.com and compose your own melody. It 
must be at least 8 measures long. Please save the file and email it or 
upload it to your instructor. (instructions for creating an account can be 
found in the Course introduction material)

C. Perform - Record your self singing or playing your favorite melody. If it 
is a long song, perform a short section. The performance must be at 
least 30 seconds long and be a live performance. Be sure to announce 
before you perform the song title and the artist.



GRADING RUBRIC - ESSAY
Name ______________________ Week __3___

Points Style/Form Content Use of Detail

10 Essay follows all proper 
formats with paragraphs, 
correct punctuation, 
correct spelling, and 
citations for all quoted 
material.

Essay uses correct 
grammar and cites 
specific examples or 
data to support 
conclusions. Ideas are 
well organized

Essay answers all the 
questions and ideas 
given in the prompt. 
Ideas and questions are 
explored and answered 
in the essay.

8 Essay has mostly proper 
format with one or two 
punctuation or spelling 
errors.

Essay uses mostly 
correct grammar and 
most conclusions are 
supported by the data.

Essay answers most of 
the questions from the 
prompt.

6 Essay has some correct 
formatting but has more 
than two spelling or 
punctuation errors and 
few citations.

Essay has some 
grammatical errors and 
ideas are not well 
organized.

Some of the ideas are 
answered and ideas are 
not explored in detail.

4 Essay has numerous 
spelling and/or 
punctuation errors with 
few or no citations.

Essay has many 
grammatical errors and 
very little data to support 
conclusions.

Only one or two of the 
ideas are discussed and 
very little detail is given.

2 Essay has many 
mistakes and no 
citations.

Essay has no coherent 
organization and 
contains many 
grammatical errors. 

Essay has no 
connection to the prompt 
given.

0 Essay not turned in. Essay not turned in. Essay not turned in.

TOTAL SCORE: ____/30
Comments___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



GRADING RUBRIC - COMPOSE
Name ______________________ Week __3___

Points Presentation Content Use of Detail

10 Notation was clear and if 
recorded the audio could 
be heard. The music 
balance was 
appropriate.

Composition uses good 
musical choices and 
highlights the musical 
strength of the 
performer.

Composition meets all 
the criteria given in the 
prompt. Ideas are 
explored in the 
performance.

8 Notation was mostly 
clear and 
understandable.

Composition has mostly 
good musical choices 
with good performance 
skills.

Presentation meets 
most of the criteria from 
the prompt.

6 Notation was not legible 
at points and difficult to 
interpret.

Composition has odd 
musical choices that 
affects the quality of the 
performance.

Some of the ideas are 
not explored in detail.

4 Notation was not legible 
in many parts and 
musical tools hard to 
discern.

Composition has some 
poor musical choices 
that affect the flow of the 
performance.

Only one or two of the 
criteria are used in the 
performance.

2 No notation was used. Composition has many 
poor musical choices 
that affects the 
performance.

Composition has no 
connection to the prompt 
given.

0 Composition not 
completed.

Composition not 
completed.

Composition not 
completed.

TOTAL SCORE: ____/30
Comments___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________



GRADING RUBRIC - PERFORM
Name ______________________ Week __3___

Points Presentation Content Use of Detail

10 Video was clear and the 
audio could be heard. 
Lyrics were clear and 
the music balance was 
appropriate.

Presentation uses good 
musical choices and 
highlights the musical 
strength of the 
performer.

Presentation meets all 
the criteria given in the 
prompt. Ideas are 
explored in the 
performance.

8 Video was mostly clear 
with good balance and 
blend.

Presentation has mostly 
good musical choices 
with good performance 
skills.

Presentation meets 
most of the criteria from 
the prompt.

6 The audio is hard to 
discern and the balance 
between instruments 
and singing is not 
always good.

Presentation has odd 
musical choices that 
affects the quality of the 
performance.

Some of the ideas are 
not explored in detail.

4 Audio is not clear and 
the balance is not good.

Presentation has some 
poor musical choices 
that affect the flow of the 
performance.

Only one or two of the 
criteria are used in the 
performance.

2 No balance, audio not 
discernible, poor 
presentation.

Presentation has many 
poor musical choices 
that affects the 
performance.

Performance has no 
connection to the prompt 
given.

0 Performance not 
completed.

Performance not 
completed.

Performance not 
completed.

TOTAL SCORE: ____/30
Comments___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________


