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       PHS Art Department
4 Separate but overlapping steps: Use COMPLETE sentence at ALL times!
1.  Description- Identify everything in the artwork: subject matter and elements of art.       Include size, media, subject, colors, etc.
2.  Analysis-     Determine how the principles of design are used to organize the elements of art.  Incorporate at least 2 “principle of element” phrases in your analysis. 
Elements of Art





Line 

Shape and Form
Value


Color

     Texture
      Space

Principles of Design 
Unity                Variety             Rhythm/Movement              Emphasis                   Pattern              Balance
Possible Sentence Structures

1. The ___________of ____________shown by______________create a striking composition.

Principle
Element

      example in artwork

2. The ___________________create(s) ___________of _____________ in this artwork.

                    

example in artwork                          Principle                 Element

3. The ____________ of __________________ create(s)___________ in this photograph.
                         Element                 example in artwork   

 Principle   
4. Artist’s Name _______________ _________by _________________.

       Verb form of Principle     Element           example in artwork
Sentence Examples
1. The emphasis of value shown by moonlight and glimmers of reflected light in the cemetery creates a striking image in this landscape by Adams.

2. The bright glimmers of the moon and reflected light off the cemetery create a balance of value.

3. The light value of the cemetery stones  and moon creates unity in this photograph. 
4. Adams emphasizes space by…………………
3.  Interpretation- What expressive qualities, ideas, feelings, or mood does the 
artwork communicate?  What was the artist’s intent? Art historical influences? Societal influences?  Cultural or Contextual significance?  You are the investigator! Research!
4.  Evaluation- Make a personal decision on the success of the artwork.  You must use at least   one Theory of Beauty  or your personal hybrid theory to justify your opinion.




Theories of Beauty (Aesthetics)

Imitationalism- art should imitate the real world as much as possible.

Formalism- art should demonstrate great organization of the elements of art.
Emotionalism- the most important part of the artwork is the mood, idea, etc the artist       communicates.

Functionalism- how useful is the artwork? Does it serve a specific function?

Personal Hybrid- What do YOU think art should do? a combination of the above?
Example:  Adams captures a beautiful, but brief moment in time where the moon shines brightly in the lonely sky and the sun glimmers on the tomb faces of those past on.  This photograph demonstrates his great technical skill while it encourages us to live in the present moment. Since our existence, like this moment, are fleeting.
