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Holocaust Art &
Remembrance

Their Last Embrace by Miriam Brysk

I chose this artwork because the image
powerfully conveys how families were torn
apart by the tragic events of the Holocaust.

Margaret Lincoln

As the artist explains, during Nazi
roundups, Jews were selected for either im-
mediate killing or deportation. Children
were often separated from their families
and targeted for special treatment. Separa-
tions of mothers from children were ex-
tremely painful. In “Their Last Embrace,” a
son has a lingering memory of the last time
he saw and touched his mother whom re-
calls with a faint smile. Whereas the boy is
composed of color (suggesting signs of
life), his mother appears in tones of black
and grey (implying a sense of death). Per-
haps the brown leaves surrounding the boy
further symbolize the destruction of his
family. The figure of a Nazi soldier also ap-
pears in the background.

The first time [ viewed Miriam Brysk's

Their Last Embrace, I was immediately

Holocaust Art & Remembrance . A Q[

drawn to the artwork. The young boy in
the picture had a certain likeness to my
own son Benjamin. Fortunately, my son
was never torn away from me and [ have
proudly seen him grow to adulthood. The
subject of this artwork also brings back
memories of my own mother who sadly
died during my teenage years. Their Last
Embrace therefore leaves me with a
poignant feeling, longing for a time and

place in the past.

Margaret Lincoln

This photograph was taken when our three
children (Geoffrey, Benjamin and Ruth)
were 13, 11 and 2 years old. The occasion
was Geoffrey’s Bar Mitzvah. This life cycle
event at age thirteen in the Jewish religion
marks a rite of passage from childhood to
adulthood. Children traditionally receive a
tallis (prayer shawl) from their parents. Ge-

Holocaust Art & Remembrance AA Q D

offrey was given the tallis that had be-
longed to his grandfather, symbolizing the
passing down of a treasured possession
from one generation to the next. Bar Mitz-
vah literally translates as "son of command-
ment. A boy who becomes a Bar Mitzvah
will lead prayers in Hebrew and be called
upon to read from the Torah during a Sab-
bath service. He is now morally and ethi-
cally responsible for his decisions and ac-
tions. The Bar Mitzvah is a celebration of
religion, family and learning in Judaism.
The embrace among our children in this
photograph is an affirmation of the sur-
vival of Jewish life years after the Holo-

caust.




