Week 17: Final Exam Study Guide

Use your notes from weekly instruction videos, printed handouts and links, and quizzes taken
so far to study for the midterm assessment. The midterm assessment will cover the following:

Week 2

e Find the subject and verb in sentences. Remember to cross out prepositional phrases
first to locate subjects and verbs. Use preposition handout to review prepositional

phrases.
Examples:
1. The dentist appointment had not been scheduled in advance.
Subject Verb

Answer: appointment/had not been

2.The bucket in the backyard contained a collection of rocks and bugs.
Subject Verb

Answer: bucket/contained

Write 2 of your own examples and underline the subject and verb:

e Use the Irregular Verbs handout to fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs

Examples:

1. (Break) He his arm. His arm was . Answer:
broke/broken

2. (Choose)She to shoplift. She was for the team. Answer:
chose/chosen

Write 2 of your own examples from the list of irregular verbs.

e List and describe the 5 steps in the writing process.
1.
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Week 3: Subject/Verb Agreement

e Subjects and verbs must agree: singular subjects need singular verbs; plural subjects
need plural verbs.
e Indefinite pronouns are singular. They include the following:
Each, either, neither, the “bodies” (everybody, nobody, somebody, anybody),
the “ones” (someone, no one, anyone, etc.), and the “things” (anything,
something, nothing, everything).

Examples (circle correct form of the verb):

Note: cross out prepositional phrases first.

1.Each of you (is, are) in big trouble! Answer: is

2.Everyone in the whole world (deserves, deserve) love and affection. Answer:
deserves

Write 2 of your own examples using indefinite pronouns.

e Compound subjects joined by “and” are plural

Examples:
Lemon, sugar, and water (make, makes) lemonade. Answer: make

Write 2 of your own examples of compound subjects joined by “and” using the
plural form of the verb.
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e Compound subjects joined by “or” “either/or” “neither nor.” The verb agrees with the

part of the subject closest to it.

Example:
Neither you nor your friends (sing/sings) very well. Answer: sing because
“friends” is closest and is plural.

Write 2 of your own examples:
e Review topic sentences and how to write a topic sentence with appropriate scope for
one paragraph.



Week 4: Verb Shifts

Know how to fix incorrect verb shifts
Example: The policeman pulled me over, then says | was speeding. (change “says” to
“said” to stay consistent in past tense).

Write 2 examples of incorrect verb shifts, then show the corrected versions:

Fix incorrect shifts from active to passive voice

Example:

| sat down at my desk, then my homework was completed. (change to “I sat down at my

desk, then | completed my homework to eliminate passive voice).

Write two of your own examples of incorrect shifts to passive voice, then show the
corrected versions.

Week 5: Run-on Sentences and Comma splices.

Identify and correct run on sentences and comma splices using each of the 3 methods
discussed.

Example of a comma splice:
A cub scout is thrifty and loyal, he is also kind.

Method 1 (period and start new sentence): A cub scout is thrifty and loyal. He is also
kind.

Method 2 (comma and FANBOYS): A cub scout is thrifty and loyal, and he is also kind.
Method 3 (semi colon): A cub scout is thrifty and loyal; he is also kind.

Example of a run on sentence:
| told my girlfriend | wanted to break up | need my space.



Fix run-on using the three methods
1.
2.
3.

Week 5 Continued: Using Transitions
Review transitions handout from week 5
Week 6: Sentence Fragments

e Fix the following sentence fragments
| became exhausted. Walking to the store. (ing verb at beginning of dependent clause)

| was not allowed into the movie theater. Because | am under seventeen. (Because is
one of those words that signals a dependent clause. See other words in lesson).

The teacher clearly explained everything that was going to be on the test. Then handed
out the exam. (The second sentence is missing a subject).

We are going to have a ton of food for Thanksgiving. Including turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, rolls, and salad. (this is an “example” fragment).

Week 7: Capitalization

e Review Capitalization handout from Purdue website.
e Understand rules for

Slang

Cliché

Contractions

Writing Numbers

Week 10:



Identify the subject and object of a pronoun

ll: lllll

(example: “1 will give my pencil to you is the subject, “you” is the object)
Use the correct pronoun in a sentence

(example: The game ended in a tie between Michelle and (I, me). Answer: me)

Week 11:

Using correct pronoun reference

(example: Lex was mad because you can’t swim after 10 p.m. Change to “Lex was mad
because he couldn’t swim after 10 p.m.)

(example: Nobody could find (their seats, his or her seat). Answer: his or her seat
because “Nobody” is singular.)

Know difference between persuasive and expository essays

Week 12:

Recognize parts of an outline
Be able to rewrite sentences to eliminate first person (I, me), second person (you, your),
and third person singular (one).

Example: To pass this class, you must be able to use third person plural. | can’t use first

person or second person when one writes an essay.

Revised: To pass this class, students must be able to use third person plural. They cannot

use first person or second person when they write an essay.

Week 13:

Know the four main parts of an introduction

List comma rules and be able to use commas correctly

Use adjective and adverbs correctly, including good/well, near/nearly, sure/surely,
happy/happily, etc.

Week 14:

Rules for periods and examples

Rules for semicolons and examples

Rules for question marks and examples

Rules for exclamation marks and examples

Rules for colons and examples

Know types of support for paragraphs and be able to identify types of support.
o Explanation



Description

Personal Anecdote
Compare/Contrast

Statistics

Cause and Effect
Acknowledgement and Rebuttal
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Metaphor and Simile
Week 15:

e Know what to include in a conclusion
e Apostrophe Rules and Examples

Week 16:

e Review the Essay Scoring Guide. Understand what you are being graded on in essays,
and how those things fit into the categories of the scoring guide. For example, comma
errors would fit under “Conventions” category in scoring guide. Cliché would be graded
under “Word Choice,” and so on.

Ideas and Content:
Organization
Voice

Word Choice
Sentence Fluency
Conventions



Commonly Confused Words:
Review the following words and know how to use them correctly:
There/Their/They’re

all right/a lot/allot

[its/it’s/

your/you’re

/knew/new

/know/no

/to/too/two

/loose/lose

/then/than

Affect/effect

Except/accept

Fewer/less

Woman/women
Among/between

Write sentences that correctly use each of the commonly confused words:






