
Tips for Safe Surfing 

 
A Checklist For Safe Surfing 

 

  Never give any information out about yourself (or anyone else) over the Internet. 

  Never download any files on to your computer without a parent or adult's consent. 

  If anyone online says anything inappropriate to you, harasses you, or sends you unwanted e-mail, tell an adult immediately, and 

report it to the proper authorities. 

  Remember that on the Internet, people can pretend to be who they are not, and they may go to great lengths to sound convincing. 

  If you use chat rooms, use a different chat name (if possible) than your user name or e-mail address. 

  Remember, Internet friendships, relationships, and conversations can never be as true, personal, and rewarding as they are in 

person. If you really need to talk to someone, find a friend, family member, or adult you trust. 

  Be wary of ANYONE who wants to know personal information about you. 

  Remember that sometimes, when you are on the Internet, you may accidentally meet bad people or see things that are bad, but it's 

not your fault! If something you read or look at is upsetting, stop looking at it, and go tell an adult you trust or parent. 

  If you feel like you have no one you can turn to to talk to at home, you can call a place called 'Covenant House,' at 1-800-999-

9999. 

  Never buy anything over the Internet without your parent or guardian's approval. 

 

Internet 'Chat Room' Safety Tips 
 

Follow all of the above guidelines, and: 

  Don't include any part of your name, date of birth, location, or anything sexually suggestive in your 'chat' name. 

  Don't go in to private chat rooms. 

  When choosing an online chatroom, be cautious of the chatroom name. Stick to chat rooms created by the online service, rather 

than 'member created' rooms. 

  Don't say anything in a chatroom that you wouldn't say in public, in front of your parents or friends. 

  If you start to chat regularly with someone let an adult or parent know. 

  Remember, you are in control. If a conversation starts to get strange or make you feel uncomfortable, then leave. Leave the 

chatroom, and log off. If it is someone saying sexual things to you, tell an adult. 

  Never meet anyone face to face that you met on the Internet unless you tell a parent or adult first, and they go with you. 

  Don't think of people you've met on the Internet as 'real life' friends. They're just not! 

  Don't click on links or go to sites that you're not familiar with. 

  Never post a picture of yourself online and never e-mail pictures of yourself to people you don't know. 

  Never give out your password and make sure it's something only you know. 

  Don't respond to 'flames'- people trying to start an argument, or insults, bad language, etc. 
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