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SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux consist of representatives from the Eastern or Santee division of the Dakota 
Nation.  This community is Minnesota’s smallest and youngest reservation. It is located 17 miles southwest of 
Bloomington, Minnesota and 45 minutes from downtown Minneapolis. It lies within the city limits of Prior Lake 
in Scott County. Approximately 250 people live on this tiny reservation.

In the 17th century, ancestors of the Dakota people lived in a number of villages in the lands that later became 
known as Minnesota. These villages formed a political alliance known as Oceti Sakowin. It comprised seven 
groups. Four of these, the Mdewakanton (Dwellers of the Spirit Lake), Wahpekute (Shooters Among the Leaves), 
Wahpeton (Dwellers Among the Leaves), and Sisseton (People of the Ridged Fish Scales) are known as the San-
yanti or Eastern Dakota.

The Mdewakanton division of the Eastern Dakota signed the first of several treaties with the federal government 
in 1805. The Treaty of 1851 had the most profound effect on the lives of the Mdewakanton and other Eastern Da-
kota bands. According to the provisions of this treaty, the Dakota agreed to give up homelands in southern Min-
nesota in exchange for a 10 mile wide strip of land along the Minnesota River. Many Dakota leaders opposed this 
treaty, and others were coerced into signing it.

The failure of the federal government to live up to what it promised in this treaty, led to a war between the Da-
kota and white settlers in 1862. This war lasted approximately three months. In its aftermath, the largest mass 
execution in United States history took place when 38 Dakota men who had taken part in the war were hanged in 
Mankato, Minnesota on December 26, 1862. Other Minnesota Dakota escaped to the Western Plains or were put 
in prison camps. The prisoners were eventually sent to the newly established Crow Creek Reservation in South 
Dakota.

During the final decades of the 19th century, four Dakota communities were re-established in Minnesota. The 
Shakopee Mdewakanton community was officially organized and incorporated as a tribal entity in 1969. At that 
time the community consisted of 75 people. Shakopee Mdewakanton tribal government includes a General Coun-
cil comprised of all enrolled tribal members, and three members council elected to office by the General Council 
to serve four year terms.

One of the first tribal enterprises of the community, the Little Six Bingo Hall, began operation in 1982. By 1992, 
the new Mystic Lake Casino had been built which offered 1100 slot machines, 76 blackjack tables, and a 1250 
seat hall.  The adjoining casino, Dakota Country Casino, opened its doors in 1993. Additional tribal enterprises 
include among others, a new hotel and a small shopping mall adjoining the casinos. The tribe’s casino enterprise 
and related businesses employ several hundred people including tribal members, tribal members from other com-
munities and non-Indians. Profits from the casinos have been used to build a new community center and recreation 
center for community use and to provide a variety of health, dental care and social services for tribal members.

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux community hosts an annual powwow in late August. This event is attended 
by Indian people from several different reservations and communities in the United States and Canada. This and 
other inter-tribal powwows are open to the public
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LOWER SIOUX COMMUNITY

The Lower Sioux Community is located within Redwood County in south central Minnesota. The community is 
about two miles south of the village of Morton and approximately six miles east of the city of Redwood Falls. 
The community, located along the bluffs of the Minnesota River Valley, offers a rare combination of scenic 
beauty and Minnesota heritage. Reservation enrollment includes approximately 612 members.

Historical Background

The homeland of the Mdewakanton Dakota is the forest and lake country of Minnesota and western Wisconsin. 
The Mdewakanton represent one of four bands of the Sanyanti or eastern Dakota. The other three bands include 
the Sisseton, Wahpeton, and Wahpekute. During the late 1600’s all four bands made their homes in several vil-
lage sites throughout Minnesota. Mdewakanton means “Dwellers of the Spirit Lake.”  The people of this band 
once lived in the Lake Mille Lacs area and they took their name from the lake which they called Mde-wakan 
or Spirit Lake.  Sometime during the early years of the 18th century, they were expelled from the area by the 
Ojibwe Indians.

In the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, the Mdewakanton and other Eastern Dakota bands began to live in the 
prairie country south and west of Minnesota’s forests. For a part of the year they lived in the woodlands. Here 
they built summer villages. They constructed elm bark houses with platforms for drying their summer harvests 
of corn. They also exploited woodland resources such as deer, wild rice, and maple sap. At other seasons, they 
moved out onto the prairies and even further west to the Plains to hunt buffalo. Although they did not have as 
many horses as their relatives who lived to the west, they continued to use the resources of both environments.

In the Treaty of October 15, 1851, the Mdewakanton and Wahpekute bands cedes much of their Minnesota 
homelands to the federal government. They kept for themselves a ten mile wide tract of land on either side of 
the Minnesota River from Little Rock to the Yellow Medicine River. The Treaty of 1858, allotted this land in 
80 acre plots to each family head. The surplus land was sold for 10 cents an acre. As a result of these treaties, 
the Mdewakanton soon found themselves deprived of their hunting grounds and they became reduced to starva-
tion. Under difficult conditions, they were forced into a war with American settlers which became known as the 
Dakota Conflict of 1862. In the aftermath of the war, all treaties made with the Eastern Dakota were revoked, 
and the Dakota people either fled to the Dakotas or Canada or were removed to the Crow Creek Reservation in 
South Dakota.
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THE RESERVATION TODAY

Acts of Congress in 1888, 1889, and 1890 and the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, established the Lower 
Sioux Community. The governing body of the community is comprised of five members who are elected for two 
year terms of office. Tribal enterprises include the Lower Sioux Trading Post and Gift Shop which serves as a 
manufacturing and sales outlet for hand thrown, hand painted pottery made by tribal members; Jackpot Junction 
Casino which includes a restaurant, live entertainment, a shuttle service, and RV Park for overnight parking and 
camping; and Dakota Inn which is a new motel with over 100 rooms. Other tribal enterprises include the Lower 
Sioux Smoke Shop, a convenience store and gas station. Lower Sioux students attend public schools in Morton 
and Redwood Falls. Health care for tribal members is provided through the Indian Health Service.

Annual events on the reservation include a traditional pow-wow (wacipi) help during the second week of June. 
Throughout the year tribal members also sponsor feasts and gatherings for special family events. Two historic 
sites are located on or near the reservation. These include St. Cornelias Church and the Minnesota Agency 
which once stood at the heart of Dakota lands. Today the agency serves as an interpretive center, book, and gift 
shop.



13



14

LEECH LAKE RESERVATION

The Leech Lake Reservation is one of seven Ojibwe reservation in Minnesota. It is located in the pine forest-
lands of north central Minnesota. Some of the largest and most beautiful lakes in the state – Leech, Cass, and 
Winnibigoshish, are found within the reservation. The communities of Cass Lake, Bena, Ball Club, Inger, Deer 
River, Federal Dam, Onigum and several smaller settlements are within the reservation boundaries.

According to oral tradition, the Ojibwe migrated into the Great Lakes region from the east. The first families to 
locate at Leech Lake, in the mid 1700’s were members of the Bear and Catfish clans of the tribe.  These families 
established villages on small islands in the lake. From here, they exploited the rich hunting grounds surrounding 
the lakes, the abundant wild rice beds, the stands of maple groves, and lake waters, which provided a bountiful 
source of whitefish. Gradually other groups joined the Leech Lake Ojibwe. They came from Rainy Lake, Sandy 
Lake, and Lake Superior.

Historically, the Leech Lake Ojibwe became known as the Pillager Band because of a great misunderstand-
ing. Members of this band were camping out for a religious ceremony when a white trader came among them.  
During his travel up the Mississippi, his trade goods became wet and he hung them out to dry. Band members 
approached the trader and offered pelts they had at home for his trade goods. The trader, not understanding the 
Ojibwe language, did not comprehend what they wanted. In the confusion that followed, some band members 
helped themselves to the trader’s store of goods.

Many well known leaders of the Ojibwe Nation have come from the Leech Lake Band. Oze-win-dub, the Yel-
low Head, from Cass Lake, is the man who guided Henry Roe Schoolcraft to Lake Itasca.  Another leader, Bug-
o-nay-geshig or Hole in the Day, and nephew of the famous Hole in the Day II from Gull Lake, led a rebellion 
against federal agents who came to arrest some of his people in the late 1890’s. Bug-o-nay-geshig School, on 
the reservation, is named after this famous leader. Perhaps the most well known leader from Leech Lake was 
Esh-ke-bug-e-coshe or Flatmouth. Born near Crow Wing around 1780, Flatmouth lived in Canada as a young 
man. He returned to make his home at Leech Lake sometime before 1806. He was known as a civil chief and he 
was highly respected by his people because he was a very knowledgeable man and an eloquent speaker. He par-
ticipated in treaty making between the U.S. government and his band between 1837 and 1855. At one of these 
treaty conferences, Flatmouth said to the Commissioners: “It is hard to give up the land. The Great Spirit made 
the Earth and placed us upon it and caused it to produce that which enables us to live. You know we cannot live 
deprived of lakes and rivers. There is some game on this land yet, and for that we wish to remain. And we want 
some benefit for the sale, otherwise we would not give it up.”

After the White Earth Reservation was established in 1867, some Leech Lake members moved to the new 
reservation. Many others chose to stay in their homelands and their descendants comprise the population of the 
reservation today.
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The Leech Lake Reservation is governed by a five member Reservation Business Committee. Elections are held 
every two years. The committee sets general policy and a management team is responsible for carrying out tribal 
programs. Leech Lake is one of six reservations in Minnesota that organized as the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
under Section 16 of the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act. The Chairperson and Secretary-Treasurer of the Busi-
ness Committee also serve on the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe’s Executive Committee.  The headquarters for the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe is located on the Leech Lake Reservation in the village of Cass Lake.

The Leech Lake tribe is the major employers of tribal members. Nearly 500 people are employed full time in 
nine tribal programs including planning, resource management, business, education, and youth program, social 
and health services, manpower, housing and accounting.  

Children living on the reservation are served by seven public schools as Cass Lake, Bemidji, Blackduck, Deer 
River, Remer, Walker, and Grand Rapids.  Students can also attend Bug-o-nay-geshig School, a tribal school 
funded through the Bureau of Indian affairs.

Traditional and contest pow-wows are held on the Leech Lake Reservation from May through September.  
These include a spring pow-wow, Fourth of July pow-wow, Ball Club pow-wow, the Inger Community pow-
wow and the Labor Day pow-wow. In addition, a wild rice festival is held in the community of Deer River in 
August.
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FOND DU LAC RESERVATION

The Fond du Lac Reservation is located in northeastern Minnesota west of the city of Duluth. It includes the 
communities of Cloquet, Sawyer, and Brookston. The land that forms the reservation lies at the top of rugged 
hills that rise from the Lake Superior basin. The Fond du Lac Reservation enrollment includes over 1000 mem-
bers who are Ojibwe (Anishinabe, Chippewa). The Ojibwe who came to live on the Fond du Lac Reservation 
are primarily from the Lake Superior division of the tribe. They are called Ke-che-gum-me-win-in-e-wug or 
Men of the Great Water. Arriving from former villages along the southern shore of Lake Superior, by 1783, the 
people who came to be known as the Fond du Lac Ojibwe had already established a permanent village near the 
mouth of the St. Louis River on lands that became the reservation.

During the summer of 1826, an historic treaty council was held at Fond du Lac. Representatives from several 
Ojibwe bands met with government agents to sign an agreement establishing a boundary between Dakota and 
Ojibwe lands. By 1843, the population at Fond du Lac consisted of three bands with a total enrollment of 433 
members. During this period in Fond du Lac history, three prominent community leaders are often mentioned.  
Mongazid (the Loon’s Foot) was a hereditary chief of the Marten doo-daim (clan). He is said to have possessed 
a bark scroll which recorded eight to nine generations of chiefs in his family. Shin-goob (the Balsam) was also a 
hereditary chief, and Na-ganab (the Foremost Sitter) was the speaker for the chiefs. The Treaty of 1854 created 
the reservation. At that time band members lived at Fond du Lac, Minnesota Point, Superior Point, Cloquet, Big 
Lake (Sawyer), Brookston, Indian Point at the west end of Duluth and in the Spirit Lake area. Today, because of 
irresponsible government policies, the reservation has been reduced to approximately 35% of the original land 
base.

Fond du Lac is one of six reservations to be organized as the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. The Reservation Busi-
ness Committee, consisting of five members is elected to serve four year terms. The Fond du Lac Band employs 
over 1000 people for government service and tribal enterprise work.  Tribal enterprises include a construction 
company, two casinos and a new hotel.

Black Bear Casino and hotel are located in Carlton, and Fond du Luth Casino is located in the city of Duluth. 
The revenues from these tribal enterprises are redistributed to reservation members through direct services and 
other activities.

Health care to reservation residents is provided through Min-no-aya-win Clinic, located in Cloquet, and through 
the Center for American Indian Resources in Duluth. The nation’s first Indian owned and operated chemical 
dependency treatment center is also located on the reservation.  It is called Mash-ka-Wisen which means, “Be 
Strong, Accept Help.”  Four school districts serve the Fond du Lac Reservation. The Fond du lac Headstart 
Program serves over 100 children. The Fond du Lac Ojibwe School, which serves approximately 250 students, 
emphasizes Ojibwe culture and heritage. Annual events held on the Fond du lac Reservation include the Ojibwe 
School Pow-wow in May, the Mash-ka-wisen Pow-wow which honors sobriety in August, and the Honor the 
Elders Pow-wow in December. Other events include the Peter DuFault Memorial Day picnic, the Fond du Lac 
Health Fair, and the summer and fall Bear Fests.
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