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nto the Americas:
he first Minnesotans

Artifacts found recently in Walker, Minn., may add to clues about the the first people who
came to Minnesota as far back as 15,000 years ago. Far older than most archaeological finds
in North America, these stone tools could help rewrite the history of the first migrations of
people to the continent at the end of the last Ice Age. Here's a look at how these remarkable

stone tools fit into the story of how the first Americans got here.
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MINNESOTA'S FIRST RESIDENTS
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revealed the Minnesota landscape as it is today.

WALKER HILL SITE Chopper tool
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BROWNS VALLEY MAN
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sediments. This suggests that mﬁfaw old, the burial site also produced
the artifacts could be as much i stone blades that were made from a
515,000 years old, much older cuttingor dark brown translucent flint that
than the Clovis-type. The m comes from near Dodge, N.D.
artifacts range from hammer ~ Itis

heads, blades and small hand- H"”“?“,TA WOHAN.

held scrapers. @ The site just north of Pelican

Rapids, Minn., was discovered
during road construction. A skeleton
and artifacts found in 1931 were
estimated to be 3,000 to 7,000 years
old. The Ottertail Historical Society
says they could be 10,000 years old.

ITASCA BISON KILL SITE
The Itasca Bison Kill Site in Itasca
State Park has been dated from

7,000 to 8,000 years old. It is thought

that anywhere from 25 to 100 people

seasonally occupied this hunting site
during the fall and spring during
nomadic migration. Evidence
indicates meat processing, bone and
stone tool manufacturing, hide
preparation and woodworking.
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